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Letter from the ‘Pastor 


Dreams have become man- 
ifest into deeds—Visions have 
emerged into realities—And all 
of this gives us cause to rejoice. 
It is marvelous to see what God 
hath wrought through the 
hands of his children. It is a 
joy to serve in his kingdom and 
to pastor a people who are 
willing to hear his call and 


respond to his command. This 
is a day of rejoicing and an hour of delight for the members of 
this church. 


And then let me continue to lead you as IJ point out that 
this is not the end. For with the coming of this new church 
building comes ever widening responsibility, new opportunity. 
We are in a growing community where the fields are white unto 
harvest; Families — children of God — hungering for fellowship 
and Christian understanding. As we have given ourselves in 
building the physical, let us renew our dedication to the con- 
tinuance of building the spiritual Kingdom of God. This building 
will not serve God until it is filled with men and women who have 
a compassion for others. 


Our fathers and grandfathers labored and sacrificed to 
establish the faith in our community. They have given unto us 
a noble heritage and a great opportunity. It is up to us, the men 
and women, young and old of this congregation, to continue to 
labor and serve in this great church. Let us continue serving 
“Him whom we Adore.” 


REV. JAMES TYLER 


Morning Worship Servicer 


“THE DEDICATION OF THE PEOPLE”’ 
“Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee!”’ 


ORGAN PRELUDE 
CALL TO WORSHIP 


Leader: O come, let us sing to the Lord: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock 
of our salvation! 


People: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; Let us make a joyful 
noise to him with songs of praise. 


Leader: O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, 


our Maker! 
People: Le ee God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep 
HYMN OF PRAISE — “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” .............. 490 
IN VO GALTON: Soiv. ( Acecsescteeret Salted cent Reet. Hs Rev. J. C. Inman 
CONGREGATIONAL: RESPONSHages cesssiveserecot “Gloria Patri’ 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF GUEST LEADERS 
SCRIRTUREsESSON o..:24 bane. thihes. Galea. ght St. Mark 1:14-22 
HYMN OF DEVOTION—“‘Just As I Am Without One Plea” ..258 
MORNING, PRA YEG “cee: Led by Rev. Moyne Landis 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
OFFERTORY 


“The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the Lord, every man 
and woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all manner of 
work, which the Lord had commanded.” 


DOXOLOGY AND DEDICATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
CHORAL ANT Me erecta ee eee tage ae en Senior Choir 
SERMON—“MY CALLING TO FULFILL’’..Dr. Paul M. Robinson 
DEDICATION ‘OF THE* PHO PEN 0) iat ieee ak eee mires 814 


HYMN OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT— 
“MoveaniOure Midst? oc... .t.. eee 225 


BENEDICTION fee ece eee, ee ee Kev.+s. Ge Inman 
CHORAL RESPONSE AND ORGAN POSTLUDE 


Afternoon Worship Servicee 


“THE DEDICATION OF THE BUILDING” 
2300? My 


“You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief corner- 
stone, in whom the whole structure is joined together and 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord.” 


ORGAN PRELUDE 


PRESENT ATIONSO Petr Ei KEYSe*ae eens. Mr. Ferd Freytag 
Architect in charge of building 
PRs y Gay COE SD ccna necerebteterana die Dr. Clayton Kiracofe 


Chairman of the building committee 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
TIN WGA TION Bek eee eer these eae Rev. Galen Lehman 


HYMN OF PRAISE — “The Church’s One Foundation” 


The church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation By water and the Word; 

From heaven He came and sought her To be His holy Bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 


Elect from every nation, Yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, With every grace endued. 


"Mid toil and tribulation, And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation of Peace for evermore; 

Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great church victorious Shall be the church at rest. 


Yet she on earth has union With God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won; 
O happy ones and holy; Lord, give us grace, that we, 

Like them, the meek and lowly, On high may dwell with thee. 


Amen. 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
SA Cail ig C4 Op RASS ikem <p, eee a cpeetetons ie dnote I Peter 2:1-9 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION ......... Led by Rev. Chester Harley 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
ey OAL AIT ELBE” J eee ete tote, ee tes neo cse ene cees Senior Choir 
SERMON—“The Church’s Silent Witness”’ ...... Dr. Paul Robinson 
LITANY OF DEDICATING THE BUILDING 


Leader: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, whom the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain, much less this house which we have built, yet who 
delightest in the assembling of Thy people, and hast promised to bless 
them here; look with thy loving favor upon us this day, and accept as 
Thine own this place of worship which Thy children now consecrate 
to Thy service. 


People: O Lord our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth. In the 
spirit of gratitude, our Father, and in thanksgiving for Thy inspiration 
and guidance, we dedicate this building to Thy glory. 


Leader: For Thy worship, O God, in prayer and praise; for the preaching of 
Thine everlasting word; for the observance of Thy holy ordinances 
which bind us to one another and to Thee, we dedicate this building 
as a house of worship. 


People: For the comfort to all who mourn; for strength to those who are 
tempted; for encouragement to those who are down-hearted, we 
dedicate this building as a sanctuary for Souls. 


Leader: For the hallowing of family life; for the teaching and guidance of 
: children; for the nurture and training of youth; for the perfecting 
‘, of Thy saints of all ages, we dedicate this building as a House of Prayer. 


People: In loving remembrance of all those who have gone before us; with 
grateful appreciation for our fathers in the faith; in anticipation of 
generations yet to come; in the hope of a blessed immortality through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, we dedicate this building unto Thee O God our 
Father, to Jesus Christ Thy Son, and as an abiding place of Thy 
Holy Spirit. 


VOCAL MEDITATION — “Bless This House” ....Mrs. Paul Kies 


RECEIVING THE DEDICATION OFFERINGS 
“Freely ye have received, freely give” 


DOXOLOGY AND .DEDICATORY. PRAYER 
HYMN OF FAITH — “For Christ and the Church’’ 


For Christ and the church let our voices ring, 
Let us honor the name of our own blessed King; 
Let us work with a will in the strength of youth, 
And loyally stand for the kingdom of truth. 


Refrain: For Christ, our dear Redeemer, 
For Christ who died to save, 
For the Church His blood has purchased, 
Lord, make us pure and brave. 


For Christ and the church be our earnest prayer, 
Let us follow His banner, the cross daily bear; 

Let us yield, wholly yield, to His Spirit’s power, 
And faithfully serve Him in life’s brightest hour. 


For Christ and the church, willing offerings make, 
Time and talents and gold, for the dear Master’s sake; 
We'll remember the best we can bring to Him, 

The heart’s wealth of love, that will never grow dim. 


For Christ and the church, let us cast aside, 

By His conquering grace, chains of self, fear and pride; 
May our lives be enriched by an aim so grand, 

That happy the call to the Savior’s right hand. 


BENEDICTION “sth, 25 Ae ee ee Rev. Galen Lehman 
CHORAL RESPONSE AND ORGAN POSTLUDE 


INVITATION TO TEA 


All are invited to an informal reception and fellowship 
immediately following this service. Persons will be 
stationed at various places in the building to answer 
your questions. 


THE HISTORY OF 


THE TRINITY CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
Sidney, Ohio 


By the year 1800, a number of Brethren pioneers had settled in the regiun of 
Mosquito Creek, which was a tributary of the Miami River. The country then was 
wild and wooded with a few scattered settlements of white people. The Mosquito 
Creek Church was started six miles east of Sidney, about 1830. Its charter members 
were the Keslers, Strubles, and the Thorps, who were soon followed by the Kisers 
and the Maneers. The first minister was Brother Struble. 


Meetings were first held in homes and barns, and the first Love Feast was held 
in a shed attached to Brother Kiser’s house. Baptisms were frequent, and the mem- 
bership grew, demanding that a regular house of worship be built. With a member- 
ship of seventy-five, they built a brick structure thirty by thirty-six feet, on a site in 
the Village known as Pasco. This building was completed in 1840, and served until 
1895, and is still standing. 


In the 1880’s, due to migration westward, of many of the members, and to a 
division in the church, the church became a mission point, under the care of Elder 
Samuel Mohler. In 1893 Henry Longanecker of North Star came to minister to the 
members. In 1895, the Southern Ohio Mission Board purchased a Methodist Church 
building at the corner of Ohio and South Streets, in Sidney, since many members 
from the Mosquito Creek and Loramie churches were living in Sidney. There were 
now forty-seven members, and during the four years in which Brother Longanecker 
served the church, forty-four members were added to the church. 


P. B. Fitzwater was next called to direct the work. After he left, there was an 
interim when preaching appointments were filled by ministers from adjacent com- 
munities. Finally S. Z. Smith served as part-time, then full-time pastor. During his 
leadership the church changed locations, moving to Grove Street to a cement block 
structure thirty-eight by fifty feet. It was dedicated in 1905, and was enlarged in 
1914, with a wing for Sunday School rooms. S. Z. Smith continued as pastor, and in 
1919 the church became self-supporting. 


Pastors following S. Z. Smith were: Allen Weimer, C. V. Coppack, R. H. Nico- 
demus, I. R. Beery, Jesse Bowser, S. S. Blough, C. C. Sollenberger, Jesse Inman, 
and James Tyler. 


Elders-in-charge since 1920 include, in order: S. Z. Smith, C. V. Coppack, 
C. Walter Warstler, S. S. Blough, John Eikenberry, Grover L. Wine, Moyne Landis, 
W. Glenn McFadden, Lester Fike, J. C. Inman; and Clayton Kiracofe is our present 
moderator. 


Deacons who have moved into the church, and those installed since 1920 include: 
Clem Ullery, Wilber Yoder, Marion Davis, Ora Younker, Leslie Helman, Lowell 
Erbaugh, Clyde Albaugh, Robert Neher, Talmadge Clayton, Harold Ullery, Clayton 
Kiracofe, Floyd Bedford, Richard Helman, John Shively, and Robert Kaylor. 


Sunday School Superintendents have been: Mrs. S. Z. Smith, Bessie Snyder, 
Clyde Albaugh, Leslie Helman, Talmadge Clayton, Clayton Kiracofe, Paul Kies, 
Edward Fries, Grady Bridge, and Paul Noffsinger. 


ad 


Jack Kline was licensed to the ministry in November 1945. 


In 1948 under the leadership of Jesse Bowser, the church was redecorated, 
improved, and again enlarged. 


About 1925 the Loramie congregation west of Sidney disorganized and some 30 
members transferred to the Sidney Church. Among this group was Levi McCorkle, 
elected deacon in 1908. 

For many years, under the leadership of S. Z. Smith, an outstanding annual 
occasion was “Auto Day” when friends and relatives from all over the district came 
in for morning and afternoon services and a basket dinner. - 


A very great concern of the Sidney Church in recent years has been their 
“brethren” in other lands. Accordingly, Displaced People, the Vermeulen and 
Schreuder families from Holland, and Philip Irbovic from Yugoslavia, have been 
brought to our country, and have been welcomed into our church fellowship. The 
Ladies Aid of our church is constantly busy, sending much relief material overseas, 
as well as aiding many unfortunate ones in our own land. 


Several of our group have done Volunteer Service, spending short terms at New 
Windsor, Maryland, at Boone Mills in Virginia, at Lybrook-Indian Mission near 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; and one is at present in the Lybrook Navajo Indian 
Mission, giving a full term of service. 


At present we have a membership of 260, with a well-organized program for 
Juniors and Intermediates, including Daily Vacation Bible School, and a camp 
program at Sugar Grove Camp. The High School group and Young Adults, Women’s 
and Men’s Fellowship groups all participate in the District program, with their respec- 
tive Camps and Rally meetings and Workshops, as well as having an active local 
organization. 


Feeling the need for better Sunday School facilities, and more adequate room 
for many of our activities, our church in 19&8, with a Loyalty Dinner, and canvass of 
the membership, began plans for the erection of a new building. A site was secured 
on North Main Street, and planning together, the congregation saw its hopes and 
plans take form, as ground was broken April 9, 1961, and the construction of the 
building began. ‘The laying of the corner-stone with its significant rites brought 
the congregation together August 27, 1961. 


Final services were held in the Grove Street Church April 8, 1962, and this 
Dedication day, May 6, 1962 will always be memorable in the future history of this 
congregation. 


From Our Moderator 


Four years ago this congregation was given the following 
challenge: “JESUS CALLS YOU to join hands with Him in a 
glorious step forward that will mean a more effective ministry 
to your families and the community in which you will be servitig.” 


Your response to the challenge given at that time can now 
be measured by the achievements that have been accomplished. 
The structural stability and beauty of the new church is evidence 
that you did truly join hands with God for a common purpose. 
Your dedication of time, talent and money is of even greater 
importance and significance than the more tangible brick and 
mortar. 


It is a privilege and an honor to express thanks and appre- 
ciation to the many individuals and groups that have helped to 
make the expansion program a success. Working in complete 
harmony, this combined effort has strengthened our unity and 
should cause us to go forward as a much stronger group. 


Due to the number involved, it would be impossible to public- 
ally thank each one for your cooperation and dedication to this 
program. However, on behalf of the entire congregation, we do 
express our deep appreciation to the architects and the contractors 
for their help and understanding in the planning and construction 
of the new church. 


We must now face the future with confidence and a willing- 
ness to accept even greater responsibility for spiritual leadership 
in the lives of our congregation and the community as a whole. 


CLAYTON KIRACOFE, Chairman 


Building Committee 


Ta a YE a ee cae = 


IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION OF THESE 
CONTRACTORS WHO LABORED 
WITH THEIR HANDS, 
BY THE SWEAT OF THEIR BROW 
WHO “BUILT BETTER THAN THEY KNEW” 


Pivi 


ARCHITECT IN CHARGE OF THE BUILDING 
Freytag and Freytag of Sidney 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Ferguson Construction of Sidney 


EXCAVATING AND GRADING 
Jauret—Milligan of Sidney 


MASONRY 
Hunter and Harris of Piqua 


ROOFING AND SHEET METAL 
Hall and Strohmeyer of Piqua 


_ LATHING AND PLASTER 
N. E. Greber of Spencerville 


~GLASS AND GLAZING 
R. E. Hemm Glass Co. of Piqua 


PAINTING 
Williams Decorators of Piqua 


ASPHALT TILE 
Mendenhall Floor Covering of Dayton 


PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Slagle Plumbing and Heating of Sidney 


ELECTRICAL 
Sidney Electric of Sidney 
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